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Joffre's "Nibbling."
Early in the war there was attributed

to Genera] J offre a statement which
caught the fancy «if the world, hut at the
time very little ei lightenment
Ask«.i if the Kreuch offensive had begun

sly he had replied."No, I am j ist

nibbling." But in March and April thcj
word came to bave a far more serious and
minister connotation than at first. Indeed,!
it ieeini tow, to the European critics, to
mean precisely what Grant described as

"attrition." Gi cy had been from
he «¡escribed it, "to

hnnif ainsi tin-
force df the enemy and his resources until'

in no other way," the
South should be subdued.
An examination of the actions in the

pague, at Neuve Chapelle, has satis-j
fied Hilaire Belloc, the most eminent of

that Allied strategy in
the v. rtaking a policy of at¬
trition, which every American must neces-|

thodl of the
of the North,

icy of attrition j
uperiority of numbers with,

th«- ; . m ral taking the offensive. This thcj
British and Belgian

have. J rench official reports con-j
tiruie t.. German strength in
the West ai for!
tiallj But the strength of
tiie French, Belgian and British, with the

ipt in the

depol , cannot 00, and
Jiritish contin¬

gents arrive.
The theory of Belloc, sustained by much|

evidence, is that tlie Germans now lack
the numbers sufficient to maintain a re-

al to that of the Allies at all

puint*». Thus, when the French made'
th»-.; tack in the Champagne in

h, German i roo]
pre^. ich bad been be¬
fore t La B »a few

in the theory that the Ger¬
mans had weakened their line in Flanders
to support their troops in Champagne, the
British attacked at .Neuve Chapelle and

won a c» desp 'e mis¬

management.
Again, and later, a violent French offen-;

«-eloped about the St. Mihiel
salient and German having been,
called up, neu

and about Arras won material sue

All ihr tends to ipport the Belloc theory,
the theory h ob ervers

generally, that German reserves are in¬
ferior m

.' Frei ch and Brit¬
ish, and to m'it a local attack the Ger»

to weaken their;
whole battle f]
The th« ttrition, of Joffre's

"nibbling," i- to Belloc in the

I I » hapelle. First there
1 is an enormous and measurably secret con-

of artillery at the point selected
Then a tremendous bombard¬

ment, enees the oppoi ing artillery
and des, t renches, Under
cover of this artillery and before the

enemy ha * rm there
the enemy's

ecupied and organized to

So far the 1» es may be held to he

fairly equal. B il now the enemy, bring¬
ing up hi leavors to retake

Id positions imiler tire of un artillery
still superior and an ini ¡upying

¡tiers very
* at the

end of the 'hat of the Allies.
This w th» ca ;.' v. .-..' » hapelle, if

the B " losses be
'ed; that Is, if it be believed, i,-

Marshal Sir .lohn 1 ¦'.¦ its, that the

Gorman 1 . The Brit-

iah was i '. the German claim is

that their ou bul 6,000. To
..-1 the Bri the "eye-wit«

1rm.-in.-.

after the tight.
At St S K bulletins

they have the air of
an, because

they give In ih'tail t!« ground captured
atid the \ tvith circuí
tial partícula, wh e the German state¬

ment denial, the pro-!
eedure wa

the 1
I ¦

count. which cost th.e Germans a

terni un confín
tif B» 'v pie of
Joffre' '.¦ bl
Now, in the ivil W cy of

attrition in Virginia was supplemented]

niter hla army went oonth of the Jn

by a second method. Week l»y weel
stretched hla lines eastward us nil i

forcements came up. Lee, eompe'.lc
extend his lines in the same way, I'n

bt i etched them until, as hi had
expect».I. they Itrronie t.»> thin, ntirl in

last days of March (..rant broko ther
three places and opened the drive to

pomattox. Unless the Germans can r
ently bring forward new reserves it i

be clear that Joffre's tactics will ha\
similar result.
At Neuve Chapelle tho Hritish actu

penetrated the German lines.
My, to judge from Hritish reports, had
reserves Uvn well handled more thun 1

advantages might have- been gai;
French success in tho last few dayi

is another indication of
ening of German n-i-tati.e.
all the failure of the Germana to take'
offensive anywhere in the West in rex

weeks seems to demon.-trato that they ]
the numbers for anything lu'

fighting, and even here are hard put U

as all the recent struggles won!
to hold their own.

If this interpretation of A
be true, if the Germana in France
actually and permanently to rei

rior in numbers, then instead of any g

eral Allied offensive all along the line,
"spring drive" so much advertised, wl
is to be expected is a long series of "r

bles," of operations wholly similar to th

in Champagne, in Flanders, in Lorra
and in Alsace. So long as

eed German, the cost to the G
mans will bi great»
the time must come when they will h;
to retire to shorter lines, presumably
hind the Meuse and the Scheldt
Meantime tho Immediate effect of t'

strategy is to pin down in their
all the German troops In France, save t

small reserves which are hurried fri
danger point to danger point, and th<
can be no shifting of army
west in France or from Frai

front, a in the past. Tl
as it is possible to judge, has already he

pened.
In sum, recen: to confit

the views of official and unofficial obser
era that the Germans have been put <

the defensive permanently in France, ai

the ablest Hritish critic, Belloc, finds wa

ief that tl
is really an imitât.

method, which ultimately dis]
a policy of attrition, for which
is but a euphemism, a

disclose.

No Favors to the Canners!
The latest attempt to scuttle

law in favor of the canneries, which Go1
ernor Whitman is said to have c

to approve, is no better than thi
bill, which he refused
accomplish exactly the -ame thing
mitting the forced labor of women an

minors. It would give to the canm

actly what they want
it, and the burden of proof that th< j
violating the 'aw or evading it would b
laid on the Labor Department under sUe

circumstances that proof \

impossible to obtain.
"Emergencies'1 such as the canm rs wh

ask this legislation tell of are proper!
provided for in the exi ting

gencies, of late-delivered
early ripened vegetables, causing a glu
of canning materia!, of tedlj larg
.rops and the like, aro common

I.ni.'.r Commi
clares that a majority of the ca

the present law, whi if that it ¡
not unreasonable. Where il
it is because "of the individual cai

attitude toward it and no! ol
sary exigencies of his bu
To change this law,

be to repeal a reai mable,
statute drawn to prob
dren against brutal and inhui;
ation, for the benefit of a few c¡
who now are law!.real.'

L Common si
volt at the thought. The pn ent lav
should not be changed. It should

d and t'li forced rigidly.

If Tammany Goes Uptown.
One of the real landn:;.

will disappear if the Tammany
decides tu trek from its present head

rters, in East Fourteenth
Tammany Hall say what one will
its architect un

of the political ation whiel,
f New York

cal buildii g
than that

we can Ix..-ist of b.

haps, the Brooklyn Bridg
Statue of Libei
Tammany removed from the Sun Build¬

ing to Fourteenth Street in 1868, and
the new hall wu
ment of a Democrat
It was there that lb

imous declaration "N.
cannot be." V

he did .

nominee of
From Andrew Job'

"\s V\

variigated Demoera»
,-.i 1 lemoi

m y. always of 11

i Democracy.
Mr. Wilson, when a cai

Presidential nomination, wrote
note to the aachi thai on the1
hearthstone of Tarnt:
liberty ha pt alwaj
After he ! . an < P idenl er, he
positively declined to fun

i] g of Federal ;

to feed that flame
With a Federal a:

J
-I

administration and n rity administration
nil out of sympathy with Tammany's aspi¬
rations, It seems an Ill-chosen moment in

'which to construct a bigger hall with a

».parions hearthstone. Going north,

¡Tammany will desert that section of Hip

m which its Htrength hns been most
éntrate«! it will cut the aequaint-
of th.- lower East Sido and the How-

f. It may get domiciled more comfort¬

ably uptown, but it can never hope to

rear in that more sophisticated political
n templo which will symboli/.e what

and what it lives for as adequately
ttinglj as did the l>old and frowning

headquarters of Tweed, Kelly, Croker and

Murphy in Fast Fourteenth Street

Tax Rate Reflections.
Mayor Mitrhel and President Mr-Aneny

thai if »be Republican Leg.
lature follows its present programme the
tax rat.: n< y.t year will be 2.16 Instead of

.:. point raise.
This means that next yotxr, when there

will 1. a President and a Governor to
i:. p iblicans of this town will

. > deal with an electorate which If
tai tial fact of an enormous

f the tax rate, with an inovita-
ln city rents.

The taxpayera of New York * "it y will
due to the wil¬

ful extravagance of a Republican Legis¬
lature determined at all costs to acquire
patronage for political purposes. They
will know that it represents the cost of
naving streets in rural communities, of
clearing out frog ponds in county districts,
of every conceivable kind of waste which

might rvinf, R<
; will know also that, as Senator

indicated, an in the
tat.: budget from I 19,.,000 tu

10 tn; year is .oí ly a preliminary to

it from ¦¦ 1,000,000 i" 180,000,000
if other "comfortable Republican sessions"
are to follow.
They will know, further, that in the

of obtaining a few of the 10,000
to be created this venr the local

Republican leaders, Samuel S. Koenig and
A. Livingston, have nado

against plundering the
city treasury.
They will recall that in the Legislature,]

while s.-ven Republican Senators and
twenty Republican Assemblymen sat silent,
only Tammany Democrats raised their

in defence of the City of .New
York.

All lliei-c circumstances may combino to
tho enthusiasm of this community

.an candidates. The pr
1,0.to Ided to th-

Republican state administra¬
tion I 1916 may persuadí

¡;. publican candi-
er 15 point i added to the

ntly this is what Republican lead-
L Unmistakably this

v. hat local Republican leaders and legis*
look forward to. Perhaps it will

happen. A great majority of the
this town may believe a Republican

'his can be established,
fi siative game worth the candle?

I '- Dernbnrg I
r these which Gl n

is, nor those
to accept, if defeated. They

thoae which 11

The dove of peace la not .-.

offering« of dialectical saw

. t is tratv 1 ipher
v the result« of the I

mfort-
Repu.

- .

¦frn mil.! to Huerta com-
have

ill prune i

"poisoned needle" yan
ce.

Wellington's I (eight
of Wellini ton a« a

think
Iron as a big one. Vet a eated eon-

the roi r. rol-

of an

n t.ne, and

old then, and the at hii
hav.« Inen i

The i

ve better ei lei :e to iro
therir lived "in COI

¦¦ .-.. ,

paral .- re -

Hie I lome First
' The Tribune.

'.our editor

.1 app. the diary of Mi

i
itea

neu in
i to i I what

¦¦v.'uld andonbtedly de-
T«. would
iiticu! pur]

i think thii

...

nd believe I

F. f
lea, N. Y , Apr.! 19, !.. ,

NOT GOING, BUT APPROVES OF IT.

PREREQUISITES OF PEACE

Letters Exchanged by Charles W.
Eliot and G. L Stowell.
rlei W.

v to toll yon that the
t a bloody return to

eta exhibited in the
¡;ur«jj the erection of an interna-

tribunal similar in principio to the
of Individual states, whose decrees

shall be rendered authoritative by a back¬
ground of regulated force. It must be a tan-

and, in the last resort,

How foree can be constituted and
-ii ever since the

phictyonic Councils. Vagua
.itute for it, nor

stion, tn, embargo and
the like.

Public opinion is a force mandatory
tli HI community, where the in¬

dividual knows that bis fellows can and will

re] i. it ¡on by more painful forms
f pressure, or where there exists the terror

sal church, ns in the excommuni-
of the .'¦' I but, as among

nations widely separated In customs, laws,
itandardi and ideals, its power is almost
nil. There ha \ for Instance, been but one

real opinion outside of Germany in regard
to the violation of Iielgiumt But what neu-

I against it ? In this
i.unti more officiad concern

over "f commerce than at the
destruí I principle, the sanctity of
treaty obligations, without which no country

ami security.
Is there, then, any possibility of interna-

for itself until
orth the champion of

Law u- Law in «i matter where that nution'u
own | are not immed

It ii tense regret of n.\r.y of m
.-i number increasing every day, I be

he United Statea, aa the most powerful
treaties, pro! t the outrage on

f we 1 id pro! ted, it would
.. new and greater Declaration of

Independence in behalf of all weaker peo-
rj foi future united ef¬

fort. It would have the prin-
interference in a matter of
nal law. it is absolutely

to get established some such prin-
understood, with

hind it. And what cause for
have been clearer, more univer¬

sally r more surgent of popular
is . olation of Belgium ?

dramatic and epoch-
I; yet there

the principle to be contended
for, viz., that in the final adjustments of the

ram ! er full rights.
'. For
deep-

r miseries that the popular
areary «tul fail to recognize

eater «if a principle.
ts evident to the con¬

troller« of Germany that she cannot win,
I about for the mont

.le terms of pence, nnd I fear there
i large ] arty In this country willing

a..y condition
«.ml the war. 1 that

t to i iniah would
ild be the eery
:th her.

ir 'han the entail of a
ma to me

l now

t of sel
for the sake of peace

of treaty obliga-
tatei shall be vindi-

To condenae it into a single phra*e:
of p» th Germany until

ii. I.. STOWELL.
March 28, I

I eerdially agree with
DSt be a military and naval

¦ernational council or

«in will not answer,
either will the threat of nun-inter-

I have been preaching that doctrine
ver il -* ~-ptember. But two classes

it persons refuie to accept it.fint, the ex-

treme pacifists, and. secondly, the people who
think that no such council or league la pos¬

sible, and that no such international force
would, ai a matter of fact, be maintained.
The most serious difficulty in regard to

the creation of «ach an international agrce-
I conspicuous fact that no reli-

... ,-,. whatever could be placed on Germany ai

B faithful member of such a league. An yet
nobody sees the way out of this supreme
difficulty. A few publicists and authors in

England are attempting to formulate a

ichema for the establishment of an interna¬
tional body with power to prevent interna¬
tional war in Europe; but this group is

ng in vain with the problem of Ger¬
man faithlessness.

It is very true, as you say, that no neutral
nation has protested against the outrage on

Belgium; but the reason for the failure to

protest is, I think, not a discreditable one.

been evident, from last August till
now, that the American people have not made
Up their minds that the United States must
enter this war. No protest from the gov¬
ernment of the Cuite,1 States would have had
the least effect on German* unless it was

couched in such terms that Germany could
that her refusal to regard the protest

-,.. u . war with the United States.
I am not a "peace at any price" man, and

I printed last October tho statement that we

< ught to go into the war if England or

France showed signs of exhaustion. They
«how no such signs as yet. .Moreover, it
would be much more wholesome for Europe
all alone to prove to Germany that she can-

i ot win a dominating position in Europe or

the world, and to give that demonstration
without any assistance from the
States or any other American nation. If
England, France, Russia and Italy, with one

or two of the lialkan States, can defeat Ger-
tnany and Austria-Hungary without I
iu.ee from us there will be more hope for
future peace and good will in Europe than
if the forces of the United States have to be
brought into the fight.

entirely agree with you that it would be
a huge calamity for the war to end without

ete indemnity for Helgium from Ger¬
many. I believe that to be the opinion of
an immense majority of the American voters.
I have been in the habit of stating the mat¬
ter in this way no peace until Germany is
driven buck on to her own soil on both east
and weat fronts. (HAKLEá \V. ELIOT.
Cambridge, Mass., March -7, 1916.

Civil War Gun-Running.
To the f The Tribune.

Sir: In view of the fact that you exposed!
¡an attempt of several honorable gentlemen to!
obtain old government rifles to sell at a profit
to European governments, perhaps some of!
your readers may be interested in the fol-!
lowing bit of history:

In 1801 5,000 condemned carbir.es lay in the1
government arsenal in New York City. Gov¬
ernment official* had condemned these car-
bines in 1861 as being ho bad that »hey would
-hoot off the thumbs of the soldiers who used
them.
Arthur M. Eastman, of Manchester, N. II.,

offered the government $3 apiece for the con¬
demned rifles. They were sold to him for
$'1.60 apiece. Simon Stevens, a Tammany
politician; backed Eastman to the extent of
120,000, Stevens obtained the funds from J.
Pierpont Morgan.
The 6,000 condemned rifles were sold to

General Fremont, commanding at St. Lou s,
upon the representation that they were good,

.les. Fremont paid $2J each for the
notwithstanding the fact that the gov-Bt w.is then paying 117.60 for rifles of

'tern.
In 1881 Secretary of War Stanton appointed

a commission which completely exposed thisfraud. "The government," reported the com¬mission, "not only sold one day for $17,488
arms which it had agreed the day before tofor 1109,912, making a loss to theUnited States of $9'i,426, but virtually fur-

the money to pay it.-elf the $17,4-0 itreceived."
The government refuseú to pay Morgan, andd for it. The case of J. Pierpont Mor-The Cnited States Government may-iid in the commission's report as easeThe commission agreed L> pay $13.31

B carbine, but this offer was not satisfactoryte the claimants. Stevens brought a suit forthe full amount in the Court of Claims atWashington, and in ls67 Judge 1'eck decided
in favor of Stevens. Y. R. RUCSAJ.New York, April 10, 1916.

CANNERY SLaAVERY

Some Facts Supplied by the Former
Chief Investigator.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In The Tribune for April 15 ap¬

pears a letter ligned by E. 8. Truesdell, of
liinghamton, N. Y., which criticised methods
used by the State Factory Investigating
Commission and the accuracy of its findings.
I resent his criticism and know it to be in¬
correct.
First.The time card of Miss Jennie

Hackemnn, who worked, according to the
canner's own time card, 117M hours in a

week, «rai not taken from the canner's tiles
elth. The inspector, with the full per-

.-.tier, took it and all the other
time card-s for the year to the commission's
branch ofllee at Syracuse to be transcribed.
The card was photographed there.
Second.Thia card was furnished by the

canner aa a record of the correct hours of
labor. I cannot see that the inspector should
have gone behind the canner's own record,
eapecially in light of the fact that the state
law requires the canner to keep accurate
time records.
Third.Th.- statement that this woman's

time card showed forty-nine hours more

work for this week than any other time card
in the factory is untrue, as the transcript
of the time records on file with the Factory
Commission show. These were the longest
hours worked in the week, but other women

also worked extreme hours.
Fourth Tho endeavor by misrepresenta¬

tion' regarding this particular time card to
discredit itatementa that women worked ex¬

treme hours in the canneries cannot go
unchallenged. The commission had women

inveatigatora working in factories where the
women were worked over 100 hours a week,
and Mr. Roy Hemmingway, superintendent
»f the K. C. Hemmingway cannery at Au¬
burn, S. Y., admitted under oath before the
Factory Commission that his regular time
records were false, and produced what he
iwore wa« a correct record showing that a

Mrs. Donnelly worked 1191*« hours in a week,
and that many other women worked almost as
long. In the commission's report will be found
¡i photograph of a pay envelope from this fac¬
tory of a woman who worked 110 hours in
a week for 10 cents an hour. The fact is

ailable that even if Illas
Jennie Hnckcman's tima record illegally re¬
corded the hours of two persons, as is al¬
leged, soma unscrupulous cannera have
worked women almost unbelievably long
hours.
My conclusion is that Mr. Truesdell, with

his great desire to protect the public from
misrepresentation, had better tend to hisi
own barnyard before ho endeavors to dis-I
credit era who have honestly en*
deavored t., diaeover the truth and have1

1 in doing to.

ZF.N'AS L POTTER,
Former Chief Cannery [| X, w
York State Factory Investigating Com-
r.

New York, April 15, 101Ó.

A Unitarian Revival.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Associated with tho oldest of the
N'.w York i Ity Unitarian churches, All
Souls', my attention was called to your wiae

.il of yesterday entitled, "PI
Into Billy Sunday's Hands." I think there

1 a ahout tho pur-
of Ifontclair, and perhaps

have in hiring a hall and it
uliat some might think opposition

.nans had the expérience recentlyIn Philadelphia of an ¦aprocodented ewaken-
as one of the results of Sunday's

denunciation all the churches there, includ-:
itig the one at (¡ermantown, w. re tilled toi

on all the days of the wee-,
not merely Sundays. And if as a reaction

¦ reflex action, you might «ay Sunday
ereatea an interest in Ualtarianian which no
other agency could or would create, they no
doubt think the opportunity too promising to
bo omitted.

In Philadelphia many thousands perhapsI aa <>f thousands -of Unitarian
pamphlets were distributed, taken from the
racks at the church doors; and as the sup¬
ply of such literature is practically unlim¬
ited, tho demand for it is likely to be sup-1plied. Q, n. B. ¡

The Conning Tower
TOLEfMNfF,.

That mystic spray that lijjhts th« «j^
ling eye,

' r*'

Alack, 'tis but iho fJs*rfU'| de.vtJly j.
Baso hí'Uad'inna and thai brow are!"
«Some pythoness wi*'. :',r! drew
Tho thrill of youth and hope 8nw i,^

life ,nd

That «ends the glowing eotoff to the cW
Cannot be feigned. Thai 'urif
With shameless Halb«« that djetft «J*

speak.
Those tawdry Untad i ! -hatsmiu
From painted lipa, tho e languid lids n..

i- '

The vulgar and i ! (Ja, ,,-.
Vain artificer all, and self

Thank Heav'n. thy Datara] charmi »rt
quite enough

To keep unaoUed thy form and m»qL ¿^
Ro?e,

Yet I'll d'-ny thee r p¿m
It hides those fanny in . ro^,

L If.

"These 72-nour-n-week injustices are
nothing," aaid a golf «rdar.
"During the folf ,.n(j -g
away from home 1 .. ai)(j
when he is at h«->r::?* ii on golf.
Thero Ought to

And a oontrib'l wife- -i>. II. R..«ay«,
that h.er husbar, a ^»^
at uní ¡ he
doesn't get 6c ¦ :i3.

TBIBOTE TO THE FIRE FICHT« RÜ 01 SIOOtririB-
PARK IN RECOGNITION F IEHVICS

AT THE AOLEH

[E.'<«rt J í I «f^B ]
Lett Monday mom tí
Tht bull-h'jr"
Oneonc. h»«. thriM- .. tlmtt
An Harm with SSBSfltitls« ¦aio»«d.

Th« ««pent» of tht men «hot* doty It
Ts flflt »Ii« imtke mil Si
Wat evidence of 1st
At «vaitt ts tht tedie tv-y

Tht flr*-l«rla neetj't
To tht Orchard Strtrt gara;
Llttl«. did they kno«
Amid the vapor tnltting it itluaat las««.

Ban», puff.a tonjue of I
*>*. ot r* Hik« If
In tht pat" »n.-r. tht St « «.«?I
It ragtd like » billowy «St - .««*«,

And tr» the «tmoteh'ri. «,.

Eight »letlm« It htn
Some tinted, wi» . tt itts íeíty btrsss.
Oh 1 *hst tufferln« mutt lass

Thu« brsv« mm had don« th«1-
Performed It »ell
Yot, snd t I«!
When rtconeod (run th r So«« » If **.'t»t «rt.

Ye wh« unjuttly ertUclst
Olvt thought to tn If «tt pi«"«
F«r the mm wh} «1 ¦'. traita
Ns nobler tcrtant, mi

TnHr l"»rti *.. ' »It» klndntat.
They olvo M
All tt .-

Sating man > property a

Here'a ht «at«
Tht pride ot Ride«
Compared «tttii * ' Iffaf
They re crowdinj i" -art

Perhaps there ai t r.atters
for discussion than the fa .rs. S.
J. Kidder I an of
Courtesies of the Iowa New Yorkers ind
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